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. Long understood as a harsh and placid region,
the Arctic is now undergoing profound
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countries lay claim to the top of the globe. The
increased military presence there in recent years has been masterfully documented by
photojournalist Loute Palu, as this exhibition of twenty-four works attests. His elegant
compositions reveal both a profound sense of isolation, as with an image of a Canadian soldier
sitting next to a backpack-size radio on empty tundra, and a shifting understanding of
survival. Traditional means meet contemporary politics in, for example, a photograph of

soldiers unloading hand-built Inuit-designed sleds from an army cargo plane.
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What surprises most, however, is the underlying importance of ice. Soldiers keep safe in frozen
trenches, surface through water holes, and cut ice blocks ta build shelters. In this unforgiving
environment, survival entails staying close to the ground. Like the work of photographer Philip
Cheung, whose exhibition “Arctic Front” was on view at Toronto’s Circuit Gallery this past
winter, Palu’s evocative photographs provide needed insight into a place we can no longer

afford to treat as a blank spot on the map.

— Brian Sholis
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